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Southminster Presbyterian Church of
Springfield, Missouri, is called by God to
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to
minister in Love to the needs of members
of the congregation and residents of the

l
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community, and to promote peace and

justice in the world. Volume 53 Issue 12 December 2009
:[ L “Bigger” and “better” are the Advent.
‘i r‘ shape F’f S? man;:_f O_f ohqr A dominant theme of Advent is hope. Itrings
. expeigtatlo\r/ls 0; our bl e in this throughout the Scriptures, that endings are not
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%i""j stars, and high definition. That = Jinning
C.W becomes the lens that so Both the seasons of Advent and Lent are
,M{, magnifies what we expect, that about hope—not just hope for a better day, or
hope for the lessening of pain and suffering,

we can neglect the potential in
small things. But as the Prophet Zechariah
reminds us, we should not “despise the day of
small things,” because God does some of his best
work with small beginnings and impossible
situations.

Read back through the Old Testament and
note how frail and imperfect all the *“heroes”
actually are: Abraham, the coward who can’t
believe the promise.; Jacob, the cheat who
struggles with everybody; Joseph, the arrogant
and immature teen; Moses, the impatient
murderer who can’t wait for God; Gideon, the
cowardly Baal worshipper; Samson, the
womanizing drunk; David, the power abusing
adulterer; Solomon, the unwise wise man, and
finally a very young Jewish girl from a small
village in a remote corner of a great empire.

God often begins with small things and
inadequate people. It certainly seems that God
could have chosen “bigger” things and “better”
people to do his work in the world. Yet if God
can use these and reveal himself through them in
such marvelous ways, it means God might be
able to use us—inadequate, unwise, and too
often lacking in faith that we are. And surely it
means that | need to be careful that in my own
self-righteousness | do not put limits on what
God can do. That is part of the wonder of

although those are significant parts of it. It is
more about hope that human existence has
meaning and possibility, beyond our present
experiences, a hope that the limits of our lives are
not nearly as narrow as we experience them to
be. It is not that WE have possibility in
ourselves, but that GOD is a God of new things
and so all things are possible.

That is why we hope not in circumstances but
in God, who is the God of redemption and
transformation beyond what we can think or
even imagine. The best example is the
crucifixion, followed by the resurrection. The
shallow of the cross falls even over the manger.
In Advent we contemplate that hope embodied
in a newborn baby, the perfect example of
newness, potential, and possibility.

Those who have suffered and still hope
understand far more about God and about life
than those who have not. That is what hope is
about—a way to live, not just to survive, but to
live authentically amid all the problems of life
with a faith that continues to see possibility when
there is no present evidence of it, just because
God is God. That is the wonder of Advent.
Note in this Scroll the opportunities this
congregation provides to live that hope together
in the community of faith.
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May your heart be lifted in praise this

Christmas for the wonderful gift of Jesus '
and the joy He brings to our lives. |

Have a wonderful Christmas and a Blessed 2010

On Sunday, December 20th, the Southminster Choir will
present the Christmas Cantata at the 10:45 am Morning
Worship service. The first (contemporary) service will
not be held this morning so that all members can enjoy
our choir’s Christmas presentation. Join us for this
beautiful presentation of the message of Christmas in
music.

The Children’s Christmas Program will be presented Sunday,
December 13th during morning worship at 10:45 am. The first
(contemporary) service will not be held this morning so that all
members will be able to enjoy our youth’s Christmas presentation.

{”@ o Bod A wonderful way to celebrate and share the joy of the Christmas

Lﬁ-%'@ﬁ 2 season is to join in caroling to some of our Church family on

m s d D
H ?,{ i 7 “ﬁf {{. Sunday, December 20th. Meet at the church at 3:30 pm. We will

: “caravan to carol at several homes, then return to the Narthex

Caroline Lounge where we will enjoy fellowship and delicious food.
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On Christmas Eve at 7 pm and 11 pm, we will have our Christmas
Eve Worship and Candlelight Service with Communion. With the last
card sent and the final package wrapped, “come apart for a while”
to consider again the beautiful good news that is Christmas. At 7
pm, we will gather around tables and at 11 pm, we will gather in a
more formal setting. Both services will be held in the Narthex.

The Presbyterian Women will hold their annual Christmas Luncheon in f 5"—-"-. )
the Narthex on Saturday, December 12th at noon. We will furnish ﬁ = kkdl}
the ham, rolls, and beverages. We ask that each woman bring a salad -7~ Have

A i

to share. Please make a reservation with your circle leader or by T}?‘Q Christmas
telephone to Randi Laves (881-2469) no later than Wednesday, @ Lunch
W

December 9th. The cost for lunch is $1 per woman. We hope to see with us!
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0AnND On Sundays in Advent, we observe the lighting of the Advent Candle
H on the wreath in the chancel. Its lights remind us of the light that was
.%%, and is coming into the world. The liturgy will involve reader,
oo liturgist, and music of the four Sundays for the Hope!, Prepare!,
QMMM Rejoice! and Love! themes.

On Sunday, December 13th at 4:.00 pm, Westminster and
Southminster Churches jointly sponsor a Blue Christmas service. S #

W will gather at the Southminster Chancel for this time or worship. % /( 172 "ﬁ' |i] Iﬁ'

Everyone is invited to bring a small object that represents their loss (or a loved (7 .
one.) Participants will be invited to place these items on a tray on the lirsstmas

Communion Table, and receive a card and an ornament with a comforting word of Scripture. Afterward, each one
will receive a picture of the tray to serve as a reminder that we are not alone in our grief.

All are welcome at Blue Christmas. It is a service especially for those that grieve:
« The loss of a loved one.

« A war-torn world.

« The ravages of storms.

« The struggles and pains of life.

« Loss of a dream.

« Rampant commercialism and greed.

“Comfort, O Comport my people, says your God.” Isaiah 40:1



N,V What Is the Christmas Joy Offering? N,V
A Presbyterian tradition for almost 70 years, the Christmas

N Joy Offering is one of the four special offerings designated by the N7

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to

provide congregations direct ways of supporting specific causes

that help those in need.

The them for this year’s offering is “What Child Is This?”” The blessing of that special
child flows through our offering in support of retired servants of the church for their
special needs and the denomination’s racial-ethnic schools and colleges. The Mission
Committee will present a Minute for Mission on December 13th and 20th to interpret
this special offering. There will also be bulletin inserts on December 6th and 13th. The
offering will be received on December 20th.

You are encouraged to support the Christmas Joy Offering. An envelope is included
in this Scroll and will be included in the Sunday bulletins on December 20th and

afterward in the pew racks.
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\ Wonderful Wednesdays will feature a new :5%¢p ': VR
\ activity during the month of December. W
Following dinner on the three Wednesdays _gaetésn L fal] 4 3

in Advent, we will have an Advent Moment. Each service will c‘il Advent PE

feature liturgy, songs, Scriptures, and prayers.
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
September/October Stated Session Meeting
September 27, 2009
MINUTES

Moderator: Pastor Bill Havens opened the meeting with devotions including prayer at 6:00 pm in the Southard Room of the
church. The agenda was approved as presented. Present were: Elders: Nora Burgess, Delores Diehl, DeAnn Holt, Bob
Kinloch, Bruce Minter, Denise Moll, Charles Newton, Ted Scott and Don Smith. Sue Moore was excused. Also in attendance
were Richard Myers and Charles Wills, Class of 2012.

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of August 9, Stated Session Meeting, September 2, Called Session Meeting, and September
20, Congregational Meeting were approved.

Treasurer's Report:  Rich Marsh, Treasurer
Income for August: $16,779.41 YTD: $121,098.79
Expenses for August: $12,548.29 YTD: $119,590.88
The report was approved as presented.

Pastor’'s Report:  Bill Havens (includes August & September-to-date)

Preacher

« 9 services of Morning Worship, here for 8, two with communion.

¢ Summer Vespers.

Presbyter

«  Stewardship Workshop for Hillcrest Church.

«  Preshytery meeting in Branson where presented Memorial Moment for Bill Stype.

« John Calvin Celebration in Branson.

«  Two meetings of General Council.

«  Mentoring CLP Troy Morgan.

« Synod meets in October in Kansas City.

Pastor

« Regular visibility.

«  Major involvement: Balcony Space, PW Annual Study, Wednesday Night Bible Study, second Worship Service plus Hol-
land Breakfast, Branson Belle, Ice Cream Social, Workday, Cardinals day trip, Hosted 2 Dinners for Six, Youth Lock-in.

Professional

«  Covenant group continues to meet.

Personal

«  One week vacation for trip in TX to see Grandson Cameron.

«  Family went fishing with Ron Jester.

«  Ultrasound on growth under arm proved to be nothing serious.

Other concerns

«  First date of new officer development has been scheduled.

Assignments were made for hosting presbytery meetin g on Saturday, December 5:

« Arrangement for child care, if needed, including finding out rate of pay - Denise;

e« Setup-Don, Ted, Chuck W;

¢ Pre-Presbytery Fellowship & Lunch — PW

* Volunteers needed —

e Greeters — Dee

« Registration table — DeAnn

Lunch tickets selling — Bob

Ushers for morning worship - Don & Denise

Sound person — Richard

Musicians, including negotiating payment — Nora

Additional information —

Secretarial services - Brenda Jo.

«  Bathroom troubleshooter - Ted.

¢ General discussion of the attitude of Southminster folks in general and particularly in regard to the youth attending on
Wednesday evenings. Some rearrangement of furniture in the youth room may be needed to accommodate the influx of
kids. The youth leaders may be recruiting some additional congregational members to help with youth group.

Clerk’s Report:
Correspondence - Thank you letters:
from PCUSA Seminaries for contribution to theological education;
from Rainbow Network for contribution to their ministry;
from Springfield Council of Churches of the Ozarks for gift of $500;



from PCUSA Peacemaking Program for offering with information on how spending 2009
Offering; (Gave to Peacemaking Committee)
from Presbyterian Children’s Services thanking for support in past and asking for
continued support in 2010. (Gave to Mission Committee)
Letter from David Hockensmith announcing his retirement and thanks for our church’s support of
CCO over the years with a reminder of the 40" anniversary celebration on October 18.
Narrative - Communion celebrated August 9 and September 20, 2009.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Stewardship Don Smith (written report)
In light of the reduced income anticipated in 2010, hard choices may have to be made in budget planning. Personnel and Prop-
erty have the two biggest budgets.
Every Member Canvass campaign will begin in October with emphasis put on informing the congregation of the financial needs
of the church. Consecration Sunday will be November 8.
Worship Nora Burgess (written report)
Plans are in place for World Communion Sunday, October 4.
Sharon Marsh is in charge of arrangements for Choir Fest on October 11. Liturgy will be in combination with in-gathering of
supplies for Rainbow Network.
Administration and Personnel  Denise Moll, DeAnn Holt (written report)
Balcony Space Conversations continue to take major part of committee’s time. October 4 evening meeting will include all of
congregation. Hoping for large turnout.
Committee is very aware that over half of the budget is our responsibility.
Christian Education Bob Kinloch
Youth events are having overwhelming turnout. More volunteers from the congregation are needed for assistance.
Congregational Care Sue Moore, Delores Diehl (written report)
Ten prayer chain calls for 14 people, one flower to hospital, and two Doorstep Ministry deliveries in August.
Low turnout for Cox C.A.R.E. Mobile was disappointing.
Dinners for Six are progressing well.
Twenty-nine turned out for Branson Belle trip.
Property Committee in charge of Wednesday Night food in October. No committee has volunteered for November so Seekers
will be asked. Committees responsible for remaining months: December - Congregational Care; January - Mission; February -
Stewardship; March - A&P; April - Worship; May - Christian Education.
Mission Charles Newton
Charles W. reported that he and Joann will be buying groceries for Crosslines Fish Day while Randi Laves recovers from
shoulder surgery.
Nominating Nora Burgess, Bob Kinloch
Work completed with election of Class of 2012.
Property Ted Scott (written report)
Still seeking bids for stained glass cross in Fellowship Hall.
Challenging congregation to create a Southminster banner to use at events.
Thanks to Bill and Eric for planting trees on property.
Still waiting on bid for landscaping around sanctuary.
Cement bench paid for by Stephen Thomas Memorial Funds to be installed this week.
Work day planned for October 17.
Big project for fall is painting the building.

Organization Reports:
United Ministries - Richard reported that he is getting involved and learning.

Presbyterian Women - DeAnn reported circle year started well. PW anticipates a busy fall preparing food for Choir Fest,
Thanksgiving Dinner, and Presbytery Meeting.

Peacemaking - no report.
Endowment Fund - no report.

Other Business:

Presbytery Report - Ted reported that when he attended the Calvin Celebration weekend and presbytery meeting on Septem-
ber 14 at First Presbyterian Church in Branson, he was challenged by Calvin‘s motto, “My heart | give Thee, Lord, readily and
sincerely“. The presbytery discussed and approved the updated Sexual Misconduct Policy along with the usual business of the
day.

The session voted to change the date of the next stated meeting to Sunday, November 1, 2009. The meeting closed with
prayer.

DeAnn Holt, Clerk of Session



¢ Southminster hosts the Stated Meeting of John

Calvin Presbytery on Saturday, December 5. Many
folk will be on hand to help with set up, clean up,
registration, selling lunch tickets, ushers and
M E E T I N G (Jreeters, musician, sound operator, and other
functions as welcome to our guests.

A big THANK YOU to Presbyterian Women for providing lunch that day.
Anyone is welcome to attend any part of the Presbytery’s meeting. A highlight, CALVIN
beginning at 9:45, will be Worship with the Rev. Nancy Kahaian preaching. She is
the Interim Executive of the Synod of Mid-America. The remainder of the day will be given to the
Presbytery’s business, with a 90 minute block in the afternoon to work in small groups. This is part
of the larger work of a Task Force on Restructuring the Presbytery.

Ted Scott is our official Elder representative.

If you are not on the kitchen crew and expect to be present for lunch, please call the church
office so we may know how many to plan for.

MATERIAL TO RAINBOW NETWORK

The Choir Festival in October was an ingathering of
material for Rainbow Network. The collection included
shoes, clothes, hygiene items, school supplies, and toys.
These items were for shipment to Nicaragua as part of
Rainbow’s ministry in that country.

A total of 55 large boxes of material was collected. Thanks to all in Southminster and in our
sister congregations for their contributions. They are much appreciated.

Our Mission Committee conveyed these boxes to Rainbow from our Narthex, and they will be
part of a larger international shipment later this month. We also paid $150 for shipping expenses for

SESSION “ Session will meet at 5:30 pm on Sunday, December 13th in the home of Don
MEETING ,_lf—:i ~ - = and DeAnn Holt, 3060 South Oak Avenue, Springfield.

2009 POINSETTIA ORDER FORM

Everyone is welcome to provide a poinsettia for the church this
Christmas. This bank of color will be beautiful in our sanctuary on
December 20th. They may be picked up after Morning Worship on the
20th. We will list the names of the donors, and for whom they are provided. Please complete this

form to place your order. Cost is $10 each. Attach payment and return to the church office NO LATER
THAN DECEMBER T7th!

Your name:

Number of flowers desired: Amount of check or cash attached:

Flowers given : You may wish to state the relationship of the person to you.

In honor of (living) :

In memory of (deceased) :

Be sure to pick up your flowers after the service on December 20th. If you would like us to deliver the
flowers to shut-ins, PLEASE CHECK HERE.



_z 4,;»\'\‘7 World AIDS Day, December 1, is the one day of the year when individuals,
F4ace,~  churches and organizations from around world come together to remem-
. /iilaTZzp Dber that all our lives are touched by AIDS, especially those living with HIV
v T EY=E and AIDS. It is the one day in the year where issues surrounding HIV and

,.
Q

AIDS can take center stage.

The global theme for 2009 and 2010 World AIDS Day is "Universal Access and Human
Rights" chosen by The World AIDS Campaign, a network of civil society groups active in
the response to HIV and AIDS.

This theme encourages us to deepen understanding, develop partnerships and chal-
lenge discriminatory laws, policies and practices that stand in the way of access for all
to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support.

When human rights are not respected, people living with HIV are vulnerable to stigma
and discrimination, illness, economic insecurity and reduced access to treatment.
Where rates of HIV prevalence are high and treatment is lacking, communities are dev-
astated by the impact of the virus.

Over the past years there have been some encouraging advances in the global re-
sponse to HIV and AIDS. We have seen increased commitment around the world to re-
spond to HIV and AIDS in national and local initiatives, in churches and religious or-
ganizations and in civil society.

This year’s theme of "Universal Access and Human Rights" encourages us, as people of
faith, to reflect and work to promote human dignity and respect and protect the human
rights of people living with or affected by HIV or those who are vulnerable to infection.
At home, in schools, at workplaces or worship spaces, you can take a lead, empower
others and help promises be delivered that will mean a compassionate, active and ef-
fective response to AIDS.

To: Southminster Presbyterian Church

Thank you so much for allowing us to meet in your Church.
We appreciate the location and your generosity. “I'm a king in the living Nativity. | need
Saturday Group OA gome gold and a camel by Triday.




What's New with Our Youth?

John Bogue , son of Rich and Jane Bogue, is a freshman at Parkview High
School. He recently finished playing on the varsity and junior varsity soccer
team and won the award for the Best Offensive Player on the junior varsity.
He is now into speech and debate. In his first event at Neosho, he received a
first place trophy in Public Forum Debate. John also takes bass guitar lessons
and plays in a band.

Jocelyn Bogue , daughter of Rich and Jane Bogue, is a senior at Parkview
and is involved in the drama and theater department. Recently she played the
character "Patty Simcox" in the play, "Grease". She took over the part in the
last 2 1/2 weeks before the play and learned her lines in one day. Jocelyn sang in the Children's
Choirs of Southwest Missouri from fifth grade through 11th grade.

Jocelyn and John are the grandchildren of Stanley and Frances Smith.

Dylan Crowder , grandson of Lynda Crowder, is an 8th grader at Cherokee Middle School. He
recently was part of the Cherokee Indian Football Team. In October, he was selected to sing in the
City-Wide District Honor Choir. He has also been selected to be part of the District Honor Band.

Paige Deragowski, granddaughter of Steve and Patsy Palmer, is a freshman at Drury University,
majoring in theater. She played the part of "Hona Ritter” in the play, "She Loves Me". This was a
supporting role which involved speaking and singing. We understand the play got rave reviews.
Paige is a member of the Broadway Cabaret of Drury Lane. Paige serves as our nursery attendant
on Sundays and Wednesday nights.

If you attend an MSU sports event, you might see our Brandt Shields playing as "Boomer Bear".

Madeline Ashley, daughter of Denise Ashley, is a freshman at Rogersville High School. She
played volleyball on the freshman team this year and soon will be playing club volleyball. Madeline
is currently studying the Missouri Drivers Manual in anticipation of getting her learner's permit when
she turns 15 in February.

John Paul Finney, grandson of Curt and Rosemary Finney, is in the 8th grade at Ozark Middle
School. He plays the bass saxophone in the Jazz Band.

Justin Sands, son of Andrew and Gaye Sands, is in 7th grade at Jarrett Middle School. He plays
the trombone in band.

Were you wondering about other young people? Watch future Scrolls to get acquainted with more
of our youth!

~ A Youth Skate Night is planned for December 5, 2009. Meet at the church at
%72 5 pm in the Youth Room. Please eat a snack before coming! We will leave for
LE /<= skating at 6 pm. We will leave the Skating Rink @ 8 pm and return to eat
LA s A pizza at the church. We will go home at 9 pm.
Skating Party

i



Pecember Wership Senealle

6-Head Usher

Nora Burgess
Acolytes
Dylan Crowder

13-Head Usher

Kathy Morriss
Acolytes
Justin Sands

20-Head Usher

Sondra Gentry
Acolytes

Michael Lyons

27-Head Usher

Steve Palmer
Acolytes
Marissa Ritter

Bl RTHDAYS THI S MONTH:

2 Warren Nichol son
4 Jane Bogue

8 Brenda Stone

9 Phillip Smth
14 Hel en Cal houn
15 Danna Lyons

18 Chuck Vergien
20 Todd Morri ss
21 Lance Bar nhardt
22 Mark Hil burn
25 Rose Mary Owens
30 Margaret Randal

Judi Anderson

Liturgist

Don Smith

Ushers

Chuck & Kay Vergien

Liturgist

Kathy Morriss
Ushers

Bob & Mary Bird

Liturgist
Brenda Stone
Ushers
Madeline Ashley
Denise Ashley

Liturgist
Amanda Stitt
Ushers
Frances Smith
Sondra Gentry

N
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14 Bill & Brenda Havens

23 Dick & Virginia Bartl ey

IVERSARIES s

ANNI VERSARI ES THI S MONTH:

Sound Operator

Jeff Bess

Greeters

Denise & Madeline Ashley
Harlan & Dee Diehl

Sound Operator

Richard Myers
Greeters

Charles & JoAnn Wills
Nora Burgess
Maria Nelson

Sound Operator

Ken Douglas
Greeters

Gene & Martha Charles
Roberta & Warren Nicholson

Sound Operator
Dylan Crowder
Greeters

Rex & Betty Potts
Pat & Larry Tracy

Communion
December
24th
at7 pm

& 11 pm




Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
1 2 3 4 5
9:30 am PW 10:30am Preshytery
Board Congregational Care Meeting All Day at
. Committee Meeting .
7:00 pm Property | 5:45 pm Wonderful Southminster
Committee Wednesdays
Meeting 6:30 pm Potluck Dinner
7:05 pm Advent
Moment
7:20 pm Choir Practice
7:30 pm Praise Team
Practice
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
2nd Sunday in 9:30 am PW 5:45 pm Wonderful 12:00 noon PW
Advent ; ; Wednesdays ;
8:10 am Coffee & Mommg Circle 6:30 pm Dinner Christmas
Fellowship 1:30 pm PW provided by Luncheon
8:30 am 1st Afternoon Circle Congregational Care
(Contemporary) 7:00 pm PW 7:05 pm Advent
Service ; ; Moment
9:30 am Sunday Evening Circle 7:20 pm Choir Practice
School 7:30 pm Praise Team
10:45 am 2nd Practice
(Traditional) Service
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
3rd Sunday in Advent 5:45 pm Wonderful
8:10 am Coffee & Wednesdays
Fellowship 6:30 pm Potluck Dinner
9:30 am Sunday 7:05 pm Advent
School Moment
10:45 am Worship 7:20 pm Choir Practice
Service: Children’s 7:30 pm Praise Team
Program Practice
4:00 pm Blue
Christmas Service
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
4th Sunday in Advent No Wonderful 7:00 pm Christmas
8:10 am Coffee & Wednesday Eve Service
Fellowship . .
9:30 am Sunday Activities 11.QO pm
School Christmas Eve
10:45 am Worship Service
Service: Choir Cantata
4:00 pm Caroling
Office Closed
27 28 29 30 31
ésr»]t SundayTi% 9:30 am Kathy No Wonderful
ristmas Tide
8:10 am Coffee & Kaps We.d r.“.ESday
Fellowship Activities
8:30 am 1st
(Contemporary)
Service
9:30 am Sunday
School
10:45 am 2nd

(Traditional) Service




SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH .
2245 SOUTH HOLLAND NS”S'PrF?f'ttorg'
SPRINGFIELD, MO 65807 ' .Pa(ijci age
PH: 417-881-3762 Fx: 417-881-6838
SMTRPC@SBCGLOBAL.NET
WWW.SOUTHMINSTER.NET

Springfield, MO
Permit #1388

Return Service Requested

$% LE ?*)5 Deadline for the "Someone will say, 'You have
faith and | have works.' Show
3 ) t:; January Scroll is | me your faith apart from your
. December 20 works, and | by my works will

&, . show you my faith."

6:1 D Lf\',k James 2:18




