
 On December 27, 
I announced, and all the 
congregation has been 
informed, regarding my 
impending retirement.   
This is a time of 
transition both for the 
congregation and for 
our family.  I have 
terminated with 
congregations before 
but never for this 

purpose, so we will both be finding our way 
into new futures. 

 We have just celebrated the good news of 
Christmas and move forward into a new year.  
Remember that cast of characters in the 
Christmas story:  Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, 
Herod, the Wise Men.   The future intruded on 
each and all of them and they could not be the 
same henceforth.  Recall Mary’s curiosity, her 
anxiety, her disbelief before she yields herself 
to what providence has in mind.   Recall the 
shepherds’ encounter with mystery and their 
first response of sheer terror, before they move 
forward to the manger.  Recall how conniving 
and vicious Herod was because he understood 
that the new world order inaugurated by this 
Babe upset his world and all he values in it.  
Recall Joseph who receives one piece of news 
after another that he doesn’t want to hear, and 
yet he has to respond, and does so with 
faithfulness. 

 The future intrudes and we find 
ourselves asking:  What will it require of us?   
What will it take from us?   What will it impose 

on us?   Those questions make us anxious. 

 Yet, the radical news of Christmas, and 
of the gospel, is that the future has already 
been claimed as the place where God lives, as 
the place over which God has control.  This 
truth that God is out there before us where we 
have not yet been is the radical good news of 
the gospel that links Christmas and Easter and 
all the cycle of the year:  God is where we have 
not yet been, and since that is true, we have 
nothing and no one to fear. 

 So we are not to be intimidated by the 
turn of the calendar, by sand through the 
hourglass, nor by pastoral change.  We are not 
held hostage to fear about the unknown.  We 
know who holds the future.  We are set free to 
think of the future as the place where new 
discoveries are possible and new opportunities 
await. 

 So when the future intrudes on us, as it 
did for those in the Christmas cast, we can 
take those intrusions as invitations to 
confidence and hope. 

 As we move on this month to say our 
goodbyes, I hope you know how grateful our 
family is to have been a part of the 
Southminster family for these 13 plus years.  
You have taken us into your hearts.  We have 
been richly blessed.  God bless this 
congregation as it discerns and claims that 
future which is God’s to give.   Remember our 
closing chorus at worship each week and go in 
peace, in faith, and in love. 

Southminster Presbyterian Church 

Volume 54                                      Issue 1                                   January 2010 
Southminster Presbyterian Church of Springfield, Missouri, is called by God to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to minister in 
Love to the needs of members of the congregation and residents of the community, and to promote peace and justice in the world. 

Scroll   Scroll   Scroll   Scroll       



 Seekers Supporter Shirts will be in on January 6th, if you have made an order, please 
see Michael Lyons after the second service to receive your coupons and shirts. 
 I have also purchased extra shirts if you are interested in receiving one as well. We 
have used all of the Blockbuster coupons, but still have a few CC’s pizza coupons if you 
wish to purchase a Supporter Shirt on the 6th. 
 Thank you to all that purchased a Shirt, and remember that during ANY fundraiser 
that the SEEKERS have you will receive additional savings by wearing your supporter shirt. 
 Thanks Again from the SEEKERS 

JANUARY 6TH  
Epiphany:  

The Glory of the  
Lord Revealed 

 
“By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us. “Luke 1:78 

 
The day of Epiphany, celebrated each year on January 6, directs our attention to the manifestation or appearance of God, 
the true Light that is Christ shining upon the world. The word epiphany itself means “to show,” “make known,” “to reveal,” 
or, as suggested in the words of Luke 1:78, “to break upon us.” Its origins are found in the Eastern Church, where 
connections were made to the nativity, the Baptism of the Lord, & the miracle of Jesus’ changing of water into wine at the 
wedding in Cana. The Western Church later linked this day to the visit of the Magi or kings, which has since become the 
more dominant theme in many churches, such as those of Hispanic and Latin culture that observe el Dia de los Tres 
Reyes, “Three Kings Day.” In all of these examples, Jesus is revealed anew in a particular way: through birth, voice of God 
and descending Spirit, miracle, or star. According to The Companion to the Book of Common Worship, while “Christmas 
marks the coming of God to us, Epiphany celebrates the appearance of the Lord in the midst of humanity.” 

Session will host a soup luncheon after second service on January 24th. 
The luncheon will be followed by the Annual Congregational Meeting. 

This meeting’s purposes are: 
1. To receive reports from the church’s program committees and 
organizations for 2009. 
2. To elect three members from the congregation to serve on the 
Nominating Committee.  (These join two from Session who are Don Smith and Charles Wills. 
3. To receive and act on a recommendation from Session relative to Pastor Bill’s retirement and his 
termination of pastoral services. 
To hear and respond (give feedback) to a report from a Session Task Force relative to the way forward for 
Southminster. 

Anniversary Sunday is January 17th. In this month each year, our church recalls how 
a group of faithful saints gathered on a cold Sunday in January in a house on Kings 
Avenue as the formation of Southminster Church.   That was 53 years ago.  We 
remember and celebrate the legacy of this church in mission and ministry.  

On Anniversary Sunday we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 

The Presbytery is sponsoring a Leadership Day on Saturday, February 6 at 
First and Calvary.  The theme is Stewardship, and it will feature a variety of 
speakers and workshops.  Watch for further announcement and registration, 
or visit the Presbytery website. 



We have a chance to get tickets to a Lady Bears game in January.  We 
need to have at least 15 people to go to be able to get tickets for $5 each.  
We will try and decide a date later but if you think you might want to go to 
one see Dee Diehl and she can give you available dates and see if we can't 
decide on something that works for everyone.  

 Mission Committee’s Sharing Tree 
Thanks to each of you who chose a name or names from the tree and bought 
the gift to make Christmas brighter for two families in need in our community. 
These families each have at least one child at Holland School and were 
contacted  by Sharon Combs, the school nurse, to obtain their willingness to 
participate. These two families have a total of three adults and eleven children. 
Each child was provided with a shirt or sweater, pants or jeans, a package of 
underwear, a package of socks, an educational game or toy, and another toy. 
Representatives of the Mission Committee contacted the moms to determine the children’s 
sizes and preferences. Food for a Thanksgiving Dinner as well as a Christmas Dinner was also 
provided. Thanks to you these eleven kids will come back to school after holiday break wearing 
something new that they received for Christmas -- just like the other kids! 

SESSION STRUCTURE 

2010 

Committees 
 Administration & Personnel Denise Moll, Chairman 
      DeAnn Holt 
 Christian Education  Ted Scott, Chairman 
 Congregational Care  Sue Moore, Chairman 
      Dee Diehl 
 Mission    Charles Wills, Chairman 
 Property    Richard Myers, Chairman 
 Stewardship   Don Smith, Chairman 
 Worship    Lynda Fraza, Chairman  
Clerk      DeAnn Holt 
Nominating Committee   Don Smith, Chairman 
      Charles Wills 

Don’t forget to pick up your 2009 Contribution Statement and 2010 offering envelopes from 
the Narthex on Sunday! A special envelope for the Per Capita offering is included. Per 
Capita offering for 2010 is $21.12 per member. 

The Session decided to move our Nursery Attendant position to one of volunteer.   We say 
goodbye to our faithful staff person, Paige Derogawski.    We have depended on her so much 
for care of our little ones, and her presence with and attention to them is deeply appreciated.   
We relied on Paige, a college student, to shake out and be here early on Sundays and she was 

diligently at her post week after week.   Our schedule required a great deal of flexibility, and she was 
genuinely accommodating.  We have been enriched by her ministry with us, and we shall be seeing her life 
unfold and her career advance as we wish her Godspeed. 

Ash Wednesday 
is February 
17th, beginning 
the season of 
Lent. 

Thanks goes to 
all of our faithful 
ones this year 
who enabled 
Southminster to 

contribute $1,129 to the 
Christmas Joy offering. 



The congregation earlier elected its officers and on 
January 10th we will have our service of ordination and 
installation. To be ordained and installed as Elders is: 
Richard Myers. Joining him to be installed are: Linda 

Fraza and Charles Wills. 

WEATHER CANCELLATION POLICY 
 The Session’s policy for deciding cancellation of Morning Worship 
on Sunday:  The Pastor, Chair of Property Committee and Chair of 
Worship Committee will consult with each other and make a decision, 
preferably on Saturday but no later than 8:00 on Sunday morning, and 
inform other members of Session. 

 On any Wednesday that Springfield schools are closed for weather, Wednesday activities for 
that day are also cancelled.   This will not apply, however, to Choir which, because of its preparation 
schedule, may still need to have rehearsal.   

Calling All Shepherds 

The Congregational Care Committee would like to thank all those who 
have served as shepherds in 2009.  Your help in nurturing the care of 
our church family has been invaluable.  Please continue to care for your 
"sheep" until January 31, 2010, then a new shepherd year will begin on 
February 1, 2010.  The committee will be contacting those serving as 
shepherds to prepare for 2010.  If you were not a shepherd this past 
year but would like to do it for the next year, please contact Dee Diehl, 
Sue Moore, or the church office.     

Session has formed a Task Force to address the need for a new stove in the 
Kitchen.  They will research possibilities and make further recommendation 

about what direction we go to improve this appliance.  The Task Force is 
Richard Myers and Ted Scott from Session, along with Nora Burgess and Maria 
Nelson.  Special gifts have already been received for this purpose, and a 
Kitchen Fund exists from which costs would be drawn. 

What: Winter Retreat for 6thWhat: Winter Retreat for 6thWhat: Winter Retreat for 6thWhat: Winter Retreat for 6th----12th. 12th. 12th. 12th.     
When: February 5When: February 5When: February 5When: February 5----6, 2010 6, 2010 6, 2010 6, 2010         
Keynote Speaker:Keynote Speaker:Keynote Speaker:Keynote Speaker:     Michelle Phillips, Youth  Michelle Phillips, Youth  Michelle Phillips, Youth  Michelle Phillips, Youth 
Director, Parkville Director, Parkville Director, Parkville Director, Parkville     Presbyterian Presbyterian Presbyterian Presbyterian 
Church.Church.Church.Church.            
Theme:Theme:Theme:Theme:     "Face to Face: "Face to Face: "Face to Face: "Face to Face:     Talking To and For  Talking To and For  Talking To and For  Talking To and For 
God."God."God."God."            
Tentative Location: First Presbyterian Tentative Location: First Presbyterian Tentative Location: First Presbyterian Tentative Location: First Presbyterian 



SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Stated Session Meeting - November 1, 2009 

MINUTES 
Moderator Bill Havens opened the meeting with devotions including prayer at 6:00 pm in the Southard Room of the church. Present 
and excused were:  

Elders:   Class of 2009   Class of 2010   Class of 2011   Class of 2012  
    P    Nora Burgess   P   DeAnn Holt            P   Delores Diehl   P   Lynda Fraza 
    P    Bob Kinloch   P   Denise Moll    P   Sue Moore    P   Richard Myers 
    P    Bruce Minter   E   Ted Scott    P   Don Smith    P   Charles Wills   
    P    Charles Newton (P) Present (A) Absent (E) Excused 

The Pastor welcomed the Class of 2012 who will assume office in January. The agenda was approved as presented. Minutes of 
September 27 Stated Session meeting were approved as printed. 

Treasurer’s Report: No report was given due to the absence of both the treasurer and assistant treasurer. Reports will be distributed 
when available, if discussion is needed we will meet. Distributed reports indicate:  
 Income for September: $12,168.30 YTD: $133,267.09    
 Expenses for September: $17,036.83 YTD: $136,627.71 
 Income for October:  $12,010.50 YTD: $145,277.59     
 Expenses for October: $15,524.11 YTD: $152,169.82 

Pastor’s Report: Bill Havens 
Preacher  
Four services of morning worship, one with communion. 
One wedding. 
Presbyter 
Synod meeting where significant changes in the structure of the Synod were made - reducing it from 34 members to 24, four from 
each presbytery. Each commissioner will serve on a committee. This is a transitional time for the Synod of Mid-America. 
With Kent Hollingsworth drove to Nevada to take to lunch Greg Ferree, whose wife recently died. 
Serves on Task Force to revise presbytery structure where considerable changes could be made.  
Pastor 
Much time spent preparing for Balcony Space meetings, Choir Festival, new officer training. 
Attended Council of Churches 40th Anniversary Celebration. 
Visiting older member is a joy. 
Professional 
Chose not to take any continuing education this year when nothing particularly appealed especially in light of church’s finances. 
Neighborhood Association continues to be interesting. A Christmas decorating contest is being planned.  
Personal 
Eric’s health continues to be a concern. 
Tickets have been purchased for family trip to see Grandson Cameron in February.  
Other concerns:  
Assignments for December 5 hosting of the presbytery were reviewed. 
Time was spent discussing how well the congregation grasps options for our church moving forward in light of the financial reality. We 
are facing difficult decisions. 

Clerk’s Report:   
Correspondence -   
Thank you letters: from Hillcrest Presbyterian Church for hosting Choir Festival; 
     from Regional Girls’ Shelter for contribution from Choir Festival; 
     from The Rainbow Network for contribution toward shipping costs of materials collected at   
    Choir Festival; 
    from John Calvin Presbytery re Resource Center voluntary usage fee - passed to treasurer; 
   from Regional Girls’ Shelter for inviting girls to Choir Festival. 
Invitation from Presbytery’s Nominating Committee to submit names for possible nomination as Elder Commissioner to General 
Assembly, July 2010. Lynda Fraza indicated an interest in serving so her name will be forwarded to presbytery. 
Stewardship Letter from presbytery - passed to Stewardship Committee. 
Narrative  
Communion: celebrated October 4, 2009, World Communion Sunday. 
Births: Kaylin Stone born to Ben and Amber Stone on August 14, 2009;  
  Malakai Terrance Duke born to Monica Witham on October 20, 2009. 
Marriage: October 17, 2009, Justin Wayne Eskina & Hannah Grace Shuler, witnesses Gaye Ann Shuler & Karen Sue Muller at 
Southminster by Bill R. Havens, Greene County License No.1838-2009. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Property: Ted Scott (written report) 
Ted’s written report was reviewed. As usual many projects are being worked on and many remain to be completed. 
Stewardship: Don Smith 
Consecration Sunday is next week which will determine the budget for 2010. 
Approval of Memorial Fund Guidelines was tabled until December meeting.  



God of glory and God of grace, 
God who creates and loves us all, 
God whose Holy Spirit gives us gifts for faithful living, 
You come to us in a child, 
Born in Bethlehem, a humble city in an occupied land, 

A child whose parents fled with him for safety, 
               Crossing borders, becoming refugees, 
A child who grew in wisdom and in years to be an adult who 
proclaimed great good news,       
               Befriended sinners, 
               Stood with the oppressed, 
               Welcomed the outcast, 
               Healed the sick and 
               Reconciled the estranged, 
An adult who revealed your love and lived your love, 
Shared food with those who hungered, 
               Blessed the peacemakers, 
               Offered liberation from all forms of tyranny, 
               Transformed conflict and 
               Broke down walls of division. 

Jesus remained faithful to you in all things though he threatened the 
powers and the powerful 
Who seized him, tried him, tortured him, and crucified him. 
But your loving grace and power raised him from the dead.  And 
through Jesus 
               You make possible forgiveness and fresh beginnings, 
               Life anew and life abundant. 
We give thanks that Jesus remains the friend of sinners and 
               A companion on life’s journey, 
               That we might live in faith, 
               That we might love you, love one another, and love all 
your creation, 
               That we might do kindness, pursue justice, and seek 
peace, 
This day and every day. 
Remembering the birth of the child of Bethlehem, we give thanks, 
And we celebrate your love revealed in the life and death and 
resurrection Jesus our Savior,  
In whose name we pray. 
Amen. 

Worship: Nora Burgess 
Plans are underway for Advent activities including devotionals, sent by email when possible. Children’s program scheduled for 
December 13th and Choir Cantata for 20th.  
Administration and Personnel : Denise Moll, DeAnn Holt  (written report) 
One year review of Associates in Education was completed on September 29. All participants in the review were pleased with work 
being done by the Sands and their plans for coming year. 
Balcony Space Visioning Group has completed their planned six meetings and the congregation was invited to participate with them 
for one gathering. Information was shared and ideas for going forward were heard.  
Committee will now determine how to go forward with additional planning. 
Christian Education: Bob Kinloch 
Youth continue to be active.  
New curriculum for Sunday school has been purchased. 
Tami Lyons prepared a scrapbook from youth mission trip - look at it in the Narthex. 
Congregational Care: Sue Moore, Delores Diehl (written report) 
Prayer chain calls for September and October - 24 calls for 34 people with 3 flowers to hospitals. 
Items for College Care Kits are being collected during November - 7 or 8 students. 
Christmas day trip is planned for December 12 to the home of Larry and Pat Tracy. 
The Seekers will be in charge of meals for Wednesday nights during November. 
Mission: Charles Newton (written report) 
Two families, a total of 3 adults and 14 children, recommended by the Holland School principal for our help with Thanksgiving and 
Christmas food baskets and Christmas gifts have been accepted. 
52 boxes of clothing, shoes, and school supplies collected at the Choir Festival were taken to Convoy of Hope for the Rainbow 
Network to distribute in Nicaragua.  
Nominating: Nora Burgess, Bob Kinloch         
No report.     
Organization Reports:         
United Ministries - Richard invited all to attend the annual meeting with dinner 6:30 p.m. Thursday, November 5 here at 
 Southminster.  
No reports: Presbyterian Women, Peacemaking, Endowment Fund, or Presbytery.    
   
Meeting adjourned with prayer. Next meeting, Sunday, December 13, 2009 
 
DeAnn Holt, Clerk of Session 

May the peace of Christ be with you in 2010, may you be an instrument of peace. 
A Christmas prayer for the New Year 



3333----Head UsherHead UsherHead UsherHead Usher    LiturgistLiturgistLiturgistLiturgist    Sound OperatorSound OperatorSound OperatorSound Operator    
Lynda Fraza Pat Tracy Justin Sands 

AcolytesAcolytesAcolytesAcolytes    UshersUshersUshersUshers    GreetersGreetersGreetersGreeters    
Dylan Crowder Frances Smith Jim & Gladys Jester 

 Sondra Gentry Harlan & Dee Diehl 

   

10101010----Head UsherHead UsherHead UsherHead Usher    LiturgistLiturgistLiturgistLiturgist    Sound OperatorSound OperatorSound OperatorSound Operator    
Lynda Fraza Sally Smith Richard Myers 

AcolytesAcolytesAcolytesAcolytes    UshersUshersUshersUshers    GreetersGreetersGreetersGreeters    
Justin Sands Bill Crighton Bob & Mary Bird 

 Gondi Shuler June Meyer 

  Carolyn Mitchell 

17171717----Head UsherHead UsherHead UsherHead Usher    LiturgistLiturgistLiturgistLiturgist    Sound OperatorSound OperatorSound OperatorSound Operator    
Lynda Fraza Sondra Gentry Ken Douglas 

AcolytesAcolytesAcolytesAcolytes    UshersUshersUshersUshers    GreetersGreetersGreetersGreeters    
Michael Lyons Pat & Larry Tracy Dick & Skeeter Harbaugh 

  Frances Smith 

  Bonnie Hunter 

24242424----Head UsherHead UsherHead UsherHead Usher    LiturgistLiturgistLiturgistLiturgist    Sound OperatorSound OperatorSound OperatorSound Operator    
Lynda Fraza Brenda Stone Dylan Crowder 

AcolytesAcolytesAcolytesAcolytes    UshersUshersUshersUshers    GreetersGreetersGreetersGreeters    
Justin Sands Charles & Louise Newton Chuck & Joann Wills 

  Pat & Larry Tracy 

   

31313131----Head UsherHead UsherHead UsherHead Usher    LiturgistLiturgistLiturgistLiturgist    Sound OperatorSound OperatorSound OperatorSound Operator    
Lynda Fraza Ron Howard Justin Sands 

AcolytesAcolytesAcolytesAcolytes    UshersUshersUshersUshers    GreetersGreetersGreetersGreeters    
Dylan Crowder Dee Diehl Gene & Martha Charles 

  Dotty Thomas 

  Sonja Scott 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH: 
13 Bill & Denise Moll 
30 Ron & Phyllis Feyh 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH:  
 1 Aaron Funkhouser 

   Ellen Knox 
   Roberta Nicholson 
 3 Jean Mackey 
 6 Art Yager 
 7 Robert Scott 
   Gene Charles 
 8 Jack Funkhouser 
   Nancy Robinett 
10 Curt Finney 
11 Dick Bartley 
12 DeAnn Holt 

13 Pauline Gipson 
19 Lea Barcomb 
   B J Hafner 
20 Jack Neely 
23 Charles Wills 
24 Lynn Myers 
25 Steve Palmer 
   Sonja Scott 
31 Maxine Owens 
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January 17th 

Deadline for the 
February 2010 Scroll 

is January 20th. 

The new 2010 Southminster Presbyterian Church 

Directory will be available late January. You will 

be able to pick one up in the Narthex on Sundays. 

If you need to have one mailed to you, please call 

Brenda Jo in the church office at 881-3762 

Thank you so much for the gift certificate to IPA. I Thank you so much for the gift certificate to IPA. I Thank you so much for the gift certificate to IPA. I Thank you so much for the gift certificate to IPA. I 
will put it to good use for our kids at Holland. I will put it to good use for our kids at Holland. I will put it to good use for our kids at Holland. I will put it to good use for our kids at Holland. I 
really appreciate the caring and support that comes really appreciate the caring and support that comes really appreciate the caring and support that comes really appreciate the caring and support that comes 
to Holland students and staff from Southminster. to Holland students and staff from Southminster. to Holland students and staff from Southminster. to Holland students and staff from Southminster. 
You are truly wonderful.You are truly wonderful.You are truly wonderful.You are truly wonderful.    
Sincerely,Sincerely,Sincerely,Sincerely,    
Nancy McLaughlin, LibrarianNancy McLaughlin, LibrarianNancy McLaughlin, LibrarianNancy McLaughlin, Librarian    

To Southminster Presbyterian: 
Many thanks for your long time 
ministry to the suffering family and 
friends of alcoholics. We are truly 
grateful for the use of your rooms. 
Your kindness will be remembered by 
many. 
Sincerely, 
New Beginnings Al-Anon 

Bill and Southminster Congregation: 
Thank you for taking time out of your busy 
schedule to help us with our Annual Dinner. 
With everyone’s help, we set a record for set up 
and clean up. What a wonderful group of 
people! 
It was nice having the dinner at your church. 
Brandt, one of our students, is active there. Isn’t 
he a joy to have around? 
Thank you! 
Marlene 
Office Manager, UMHE at MSU 

To Southm inster Congregation: 

Just w anted to thank the church for allow ing us to have our 

first ever show  and afterglow  at your church. W e are grateful 

to all w ho made this possible. It w as a success. 

In  harmony, 

Queen C ity Sound Chorus 

Thanks so much for bringing me Thanks so much for bringing me Thanks so much for bringing me Thanks so much for bringing me 
communion and for the lovely communion and for the lovely communion and for the lovely communion and for the lovely 
poinsettia. I really miss being in poinsettia. I really miss being in poinsettia. I really miss being in poinsettia. I really miss being in 
church.church.church.church.    
God bless you,God bless you,God bless you,God bless you,    
June SpeightJune SpeightJune SpeightJune Speight    

God’s gift of love is one of the special celebrations of the Christmas season, along with 
the joy and peace God gives.  The congregation presented a Love Offering to our 
family, and in your generous gift we experience both God’s love and yours.   We 
appreciate the gift and are immensely grateful for you the givers.  Thank you so very 
much. 
Love, 
The Havens family 

Have you noticed how nice the drop leaf 

table looks that is in the narthex?   It 

got an extreme makeover from Harlan 

Diehl.  He applied his consummate 

skill to it and now it has a marvelous 

new look.   Thanks, Harlan! 



"Someone will say, 'You have faith and I have works.' Show me your 
faith apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith."  

James 2:18 
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