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When Donald and I met with the search 
committee that brought us to Southminster, 
we suggested that one valuable tool we 
had learned to use for an Interim Pastorate 
was what we call the Pastoral Advisory 
Team (PAT).  This is a group of four persons 
from the congregation who meet with the 
Interim Pastors every week to help us in 
several ways.  First, they help us to learn the 
history of the congregation quicker than we 
could on our own.  Second, they talk with us 
about what the primary needs are in the 
congregation to be addressed during the 
Interim time.  And third, they help us to 
identify leadership within the congregation 
to help Southminster move into the future 
with confidence and strength. 
 
With the help of Denise Moll, Chair of the 
search committee, we identified the four 
persons: Sharol Neely, Randi Laves, Chuck 
Vergien, and Brandt Shields.  We have 
begun to meet and already Donald and I 

feel that this group will be very helpful to us 
in making the most effective use of our 
leadership while we are with you.  We will be 
meeting every two weeks.  One thing this 
group is NOT.  It is not an executive 
committee, nor does it have any 
authority.  The PAT is strictly an advisory 
group for us. 
 
They are not the only persons we are 
listening to, however.  If you would like to 
have a conversation with either or both us, 
we would certainly welcome such a 
conversation.  Just call the church office 
and we will set a date and time.  As your 
Interim Pastor responsible for pastoral 
visitation, I am also working on visiting with 
each person in the congregation as I am 
able and as you desire.  If I do not contact 
you as soon as you like, please call me and I 
will set a time to visit with you.  It can be in 
your home or office, in my office, over 
coffee or lunch - whatever is best for you. 
 
May you have a restful summer and find 
time to be refreshed and renewed in the 
amazing natural beauty that surrounds us. 
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Southminster Presbyterian Church of Springfield, Mi ssouri, is called by God to proclaim the good news of Jesus 
Christ, to minister in Love to the needs of members  of the congregation and residents of the community , and to 
promote peace and justice in the world. 
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Credo  
By Elias Lieberman  

 
I believe 
That there are greater things in life 
Than life itself; 
I believe 
In climbing upward 
Even when the spent and broken thing 
I call my body 
Cries “Halt!” 
I believe 
To the last breath 
In the truths 
Which God permits me to see. 
I believe 
In fighting for them; 
In drawing, 
If need be, 
Not the bloody sword of man 
Brutal with conquest 
And drunk with power, 
But the white sword of God, 
Flaming with His truth 
And healing while it slays. 

I believe 
In my country and her destiny, 
In the great dream of her founders, 
In her place among the nations, 
In her ideals; 

I believe 
That her democracy must be protected, 
Her privileges cherished, 
Her freedom defended. 
I believe 
That, humbly before the Almighty, 
But proudly before all mankind, 
We must safeguard her standard, 
The vision of her Washington, 
The martyrdom of her Lincoln, 
With the patriotic ardor 
Of the minute men 
And the boys in blue 
Of her glorious past. 
I believe 
In the loyalty to my country 
Utter, irrevocable, inviolate. 

Thou, in whose site 
A thousand years are but as yesterday 
And as a watch in the night, 
Help me 
In my frailty 
To make real 
What I believe. 

Dr. Elias Lieberman, an educator and poet, was born  in 
St. Petersburg, Russia in 1883 and arrived in the Un ited States at the 
age of seven. He and his family settled in New York C ity, and 
Lieberman graduated cum laude from City College in 19 03. He 
received his Ph.D. from New York University in 1911.  

He began teaching in elementary schools in 1903. He 
worked as a teacher for  number of years, and then he aded the 
English Department at Bushwick High School from 1918  to 1924. In 
1924, he became the first principal of Thomas Jefferso n High 
School. He held this position until 1940. In 1940, he was appointed 
Associate Superintendent of Schools, a post he held  until his 
retirement thirteen years later. 

Sermons titles and scriptures 
for July 4 through August 8, 
2010 

Rev. Dr. Donald L. Bell, 
Preaching 

Concludes the series on 
Paul’s letter to the church in 
Galatia. 

Sunday July 4, 2010 
Sermon Title:  THE G IFTS OF LOVE 

Psalms 30 
Galatians 6:1-6, 7-16 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

Guest minister preaching 
Sunday July 11, 2010 
 
Rev. Dianna Bell, Preaching a 
series on “SINGING  TO GOD : THE 
PSALMS FOR EVERY DAY LIFE” (see 
Ephesians 5:19 and 
Colossians 3:16) 

Sunday July 18, 2010 
Sermon Title: SINGING  OUR 
ANGER 
Psalm 52 
Luke 10:38-42 

Sunday July 25, 2010 
Sermon Title: SINGING  OUR TRUST 
Psalm 85 
Luke 11:1-13 
 
Sunday August 1, 2010 
Sermon Title: SINGING  OUR 
GRATITUDE 
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 
Luke 12:13-21 
 
Sunday August 8, 2010 
Sermon Title: SINGING  OUR 
CONFESSION 
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 
Luke 12:32-40 



 

3 

Peacemaker JACK ROGERS  
Many of you may say, “I’ve heard of Martin Luther K ing Jr., Mother Theresa, 
and Rosa Parks, but who is Jack Rogers?”  Why would  Todd consider him a 
peacemaker?  Let me tell you.   

As you know nearly every reformed Christian 
denomination in the world is struggling with the 
ordination of homosexuals.  You may recall that 
the Episcopal Church – the U.S. arm of 
Anglicanism, ordained that church body's first 
openly gay bishop in 2003 – New Hampshire 
Bishop V. Gene Robinson.   

Our own Presbyterian Church (USA) includes a 
group who advocate for the ordination of 
homosexuals.  This issue is threatening to divide 
the Presbyterian Church in the same way it was 
divided after the Civil War.   

Into this climate comes Jack Rogers.  In 2006 he 
published “Jesus, the Bible, and 
Homosexuality—Explode the Myths, Heal the 
Church.”  Jack Rogers is Professor of Theology 
Emeritus at San Francisco Theological Seminary 
and Moderator of the 213 th (2001) General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA). He 
also served as vice-president of San Francisco 
Theological Seminary.  Earlier, he was Professor of  Philosophical Theology at Fuller 
Theological Seminary for 17 years. 

In “Jesus, the Bible, and Homosexuality” Jack Roger s capitalizes on his life study of the 
beliefs of our Presbyterian Church (especially its creeds and confessions).  He looks carefully 
at the biblical texts that many have used to “prove ” that the Bible speaks clearly against 
homosexuality.  He documents how the interpretation  of those texts has changed over time 
and he tries to look beyond those specific texts to  Jesus Christ’s central message, “Love 
your neighbor.” 

I can not hope to summarize Jack Rogers’ book in th is short article.  I urge you to find a 
copy and read it for yourself.  I offer one quote f rom Chapter 1 to entice you to read more.   

 “…studying this issue in depth for the first time brought me to a new understanding of 
the biblical texts and of God’s will for our church . The process was both very serious 
and painful.  I wasn’t swayed by the culture or pre ssured by academic colleagues.  I 
changed my mind initially by going back to the Bibl e and taking seriously its central 
message for our lives.” 

Jack Rogers is a peacemaker for tackling this very difficult issue head-on; for admitting that 
he was wrong and changing his position on this matt er; and for being able to explain his 
“change of mind and heart” in a way that even this layperson can understand.   

Todd Morriss, for the Peacemaking Group. 
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Session Highlights 
From June 13 Stated Meeting 

Session voted to discontinue the publication of the  complete Session minutes in the Scroll in favor of  
publishing just highlights after each meeting. Comp lete minutes will be posted on the Narthex 
bulletin board after they have been approved by the  Session. 

Treasurer’s Report: Rich Marsh, Treasurer 

 Income for May: $18,149.00 YTD: $81,644.81   

 Expenses for May: $14,709.19 YTD: $68,083.81 

Rich reported that the income appears high because three of the five “annual” contributors have 
already paid their pledges. The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as presented with the 
appreciation of the Session for Rich’s good work ha ndling the finances of the church. 

Pastors’ Report:  The Pastors’ Advisory Team (PAT),  Sharol Neely, Ra ndi Laves, Chuck Vergien, and 
Brandt Shields, has begun to meet biweekly. Rev. Di anna has begun pastoral visitations. Dr. Donald 
reported that they were received and their ministry  at Southminster approved by Presbytery at the 
June 5 meeting. The decision has been made to go ah ead with the City-wide Presbyterian Choir 
Festival on Sunday afternoon, October 24.  Appreciation was expressed by Session members for t he 
Bells’ leadership. Session approved the Bells being  on vacation July 9 thru July 16 to attend a family  
reunion in Arizona 

Session approved two big Property Committee projects . One is the landscaping on the south side of 
the Sanctuary and the other is the painting of the outside of the building. This work is being paid fo r 
from the Memorial Fund.  Other projects recently co mpleted by the committee and volunteers have 
been the removal of the tree that was damaging the roof at the west end of the Narthex Lounge 
and the repair of the light that shines on the outs ide cross at the east end of the sanctuary. Rain 
delayed the jacking up of the big storage building.  Weed spraying will soon be done. Richard 
Myers, Property Committee chair, thanked all the vo lunteers who help maintain the building and 
grounds and invited others to help when available.  

Christian Education Committee reported that Vacation Bible School is scheduled fo r July 26-30, 9:00 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and will include lunch. Encourag e all your young friends and relatives to 
participate. 

Worship Committee announced changes in the worship services this summ er will include a “hymn 
sing” beginning at 10:45 a.m. preceding worship and  with two ministers lay liturgists will not be used  
in July and August. This will be re-evaluated at th e end of the summer.  

Congregational Care Committee reported that for the month 8 prayer chain calls in volving 12 
people and one Doorstep Ministry call on a visitor.  Fellowship activities included 26 people 
attending Cardinals’ game on June 11.  Plans are to  attend the Tent Theatre production of  “Guys 
and Dolls” on July 16. Dinners with Friends resumes  in August. Don’t miss out on these fellowship 
opportunities! 

Mission Committee reported that on Crosslines Fish Day in May 48 fami lies with 118 individuals were 
given groceries for a cost to the church of $269.39  after grant refund from Crosslines of $200. If you  
are available to help hand out food on the fourth W ednesday of the month, let Charles Wills know. 
More workers are almost always needed. The committe e supplied cookies to Holland School one 
day during Teacher Appreciation Week.  

Elder Commissioner Ted Scott reported on June 5 Presbytery meeting. Prayers by a nd input from 
congregations were requested for the Presbytery’s R estructure/Vision Team as this process 
continues.  

Session will meet only on call in July with the nex t stated meeting of Session to be on August 8. 
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All of our Southminster family that attended 
the Springfield Cardinals game on June 11th, 
had a wonderful time. Watch the Scroll for 
future activities planned  
by the Congregational  
Care Committee. 

Discovery Canyon  
Southminster Presbyterian Church Summer Bible Club 

July 26th to 30th, 2010 �  9:00 am to 12:30 pm 
Ages: K-5th Grade 

(Kids ages 3 to prekindergarten may come if a paren t stays with them at all times) 
 

Pre-register by July 18th, 2010 
Registration flyer and form available by mail, phon e or at 

www.southminster.net  

�  Singing    �  Crafts   � Games    �  Science Lessons    † Bible Lessons    �  Free lunch 

Everyone is invited to attend a baby shower for Lin dsi 
Schmoranz on Sunday, August 1st at 2 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. Save the date and plan to join the  fun! 

City-Wide Presbyterian Choir 
Festival 

(formerly known as Choirfest) 

Sunday, October 24 

Save the date! 

Presbyterians 101 (from pcusa.org)  
 Presbyterians trace their history to the 16th cent ury and the 
Protestant Reformation. Our heritage, and much of w hat we 
believe, began with the French lawyer John Calvin ( 1509-1564), 
whose writings crystallized much of the Reformed th inking that 
came before him. 
 Calvin did much of his writing from Geneva, Switze rland. 
From there, the Reformed movement spread to other p arts of 
Europe and the British Isles. Many of the early Pre sbyterians in 
America came from England, Scotland and Ireland. Th e first 
American Presbytery was organized at Philadelphia i n 1706. The 
first General Assembly was held in the same city in  1789. The first 
Assembly was convened by the Rev. John Witherspoon,  the only 
minister to sign the Declaration of Independence. 
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4-Head Usher Liturgist Sound Operator 

Sue Moore None Dylan Crowder 
Acolytes Ushers Greeters 

Justin Sands Frances Smith Jim & Gladys Jester 
Child Care Sondra Gentry Harlan & Dee Diehl 
Dotty Thomas   

11-Head Usher Liturgist Sound Operator 

Sue Moore None Justin Sands 
Acolytes Ushers Greeters 

Cody Smith Bill Crighton Todd & Kathy Morriss 
Child Care Gondi Shuler Rich & Sharon Marsh 
Dee Diehl   

18-Head Usher Liturgist Sound Operator 

Sue Moore None Richard Myers  
Acolytes Ushers Greeters 

Marcus Bullard Ted Scott Lynn Myers 
Child Care Brandt Shields Carrie Bennett 

   
25-Head Usher Liturgist Sound Operator 

Sue Moore None Jeff Bess 
Acolytes Ushers Greeters 

Michael Lyons Ken & Cecil Douglas Chuck & Joann Wil ls 
Child Care  Don & DeAnn Holt 
Tami Lyons    
   
   
   
   
   
   

   

   

Carolyn Mitchell  Jim & Gladys Jester 

ANNIVERSARIES THIS 
MONTH: 

 1 Bob & Randi Laves 
 6 Todd & Kathy Morriss 
10 Rich & Jane Bogue 
18 David & Marcie 
Cottrill 
   Ron & Lou Howard 
22 Kerwin & BJ Hafner 
25 John & Janese 
Barnhardt 

BIRTHDAYS THIS 
MONTH:  

 2 Dick Harbaugh 
 8 Betty Potts 
 9 Betty Mulford 
10 Patsy Palmer 
15 Joann Wills 
16 Ben Stone 
17 Brittany Smith 
27 Don Holt 
31 John Barnhardt 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 2 3 

4 
9:30 am 
Sunday School 
10:45 am 
Morning 
Worship 
 
Blood Pressure 
Checks right 
after worship 

5 
Office Closed 

6  
 

7  
10:30 am 
Congregational 
Care Meeting 
 

8 9  10 
 

11 
 9:30 am 
Sunday School 
10:45 am 
Morning 
Worship with 
communion 
 
Coffee Sales 
right after 
worship 

12 
2:00 pm Mission 
Committee 

13 
11:30 am No 
Hostess 
Luncheon  

14 
1:00 pm 
Property 
Committee 
Meeting  
 

15 16 17 

18 
9:30 am 
Sunday School 
10:45 am 
Morning 
Worship 
 
 
Blood Pressure 
Checks right 
after worship 

19 20 
Scroll Deadline 

21 
 

22 23 
 

24 

25 
9:30 am 
Sunday School 
10:45 am 
Morning 
Worship  
 
Coffee Sales 
right after 
worship 
 

26 27 28 
 

29 30 31 

<—-——-Vacation Bible School 9 am to 12:30 pm—— -—-> 

Discovery Canyon 
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Deadline for 
the August 2010 

Scroll is 
July 20th 

Contact Information for 

Southminster Presbyterian Church  
2245 South Holland Avenue 
Springfield, Missouri 65807 

Phone: (417) 881-3762 
Fax: (417) 881-6838 

Email: smtrpc@sbcglobal.net  

Website: www.southminster.net  

July 13th 11:30 am  
  Hemmingway’s 
  (in Bass Pro) 

              1935 S Campbell 
August 10th   11:30 am Five Spices                
     2058 S Glenstone 
September 21st 11:30 am Olive Garden           
                         3105 S Glenstone 
October 19th 11:30 am Applebee’s 
     1855 E Primrose 

Interim Pastors' Report  
 Your Interim Co-Pastors have been meeting regularl y with the newly formed Pastoral 
Advisory Team (PAT) which includes Sharol Neely, Ra ndi Laves, Chuck Vergien, and Brandt 
Shields.  These conversations are proving to be ver y helpful to us as we seek to know more 
about Southminster, to understand the past dynamics , the current realities, and to plan a 
way forward toward a future that serves our Lord fa ithfully.  We have already discussed 
topics such as the finances of the church, membersh ip loss and growth issues, the ways we 
worship, mission, education, and the particular cha racteristics and strengths of 
Southminster. 
 Will you join us in this exploration?  We invite e ach of you to participate in helping us 
gather information, perspective, concerns, and sugg estions.  Please email us, write us, 
phone us, stop by to talk, or invite us to meet you  for conversation.  Donald and I are 
enjoying getting to know you, and we'd like to hear  what you have to say.  And remember, 
EVERY perspective is valuable.  So let us know what  is on your mind! 
Have a restful summer! 
 Rev. Dianna and Rev. Dr. Donald Bell 

Committee Meetings  
This month’s committee meetings are as follows:  
July 7, 10:30 am: Congregational Care 
July 12, 2:00 pm: Mission  
July 14, 1:00 pm: Property  

The church office will be 
closed on Monday, July 

5th in observance of 
Independence Day 


